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Identity Construction of Literary and Art Workers in the Early Years of the Founding of
China from the Perspective of Identity Theory

ZHANG Jie—ping
( Department of Ideology and Politics, Software Engineering Institute of Guangzhou, Guangzhou Guangdong 510990, China)

Abstract:In the early years of the founding of People’s Republic of China, the cultural construction is standing at a new
starting point, which requires joint efforts of the vast number of literary and art workers. But before the founding of the
People’ s Republic of China, artists had a low social status, suffered from discrimination and bullying, and had a low
sense of social responsibility. In order to improve their consciousness of participating in the social and cultural construction
of the new regime, it is urgent to change their social status and enhance their identity. Entertainers, as a special group at

that time, completed their identity construction in multiple aspects, including others identification, such as formulating

relevant policies and systems to correct entertainers’ names, improving their political status, intensive learning and

training, as well as through their own recognition to complete internal “self—identification”. For example, artists realize
their recognition of the new regime by experiencing the differences between nation—states and between the Kuomintang and
the Communist Party. Artists also participated in the concrete practice of workers, peasants and soldiers, experienced the
joint efforts of different groups in different ways for the construction of the new regime, and finally completed the
construction of their identity as artists.

Key words: identity theory; literary and art workers; identity construction



