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The Old Man and the Sea from the Perspective of Eco—criticism

YI Yun—zhu

(School of Literature, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming Yunnan 650000, China)

Abstract: The Old Man and the Sea is a novella written by Ernest Hemingway in 1951, which won the Pulitzer Prize in

1953 and the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1954. The “tough guy” spirit portrayed by Ernest Hemingway in The Old Man

and the Sea has been widely admired and praised by people. With the development of eco—criticism theory in the 20th

century, the contradiction between human and nature reflected in The Old Man and the Sea has also attracted the attention

of many scholars. In The Old Man and the Sea, Hemingway portrays Santiago, the “tough guy” who represents his own

contradictory ecological views. The unique imagery and the protagonist’s experiences intertwine to convey Hemingway’s

contradictory ecological views to readers, and to warn humanity who are always centered on themselves that destruction and

occupation of nature will inevitably be retaliated by nature.

Key words: eco—criticism; character image; symbolism; man and nature
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