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Anatomy and Critique of “Educational Environment Determinism”

—Reinterpretation Based on the Text of “Theses on Feuerbach”

XU Ya-ru
(School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300200, China)

Abstract: “Educational Environment Determinism” is one of the influential educational trends in the West in modern

times, and its main point of view is that it exaggerates the role of educational environment on the relationship between

human development and educational environment, and has the characteristics of “absoluteness of education” , “dissolution

of subjectivity” and “metaphysics of methodology”. In this regard, Marx criticized it in his essay “Theses on Feuerbach”

and systematically expounded his scientific propositions in accordance with the principle of the unity of practicality,

subjectivity, dialectical materialism and historical materialism. In the new era, re —examining Marx’ s critique of

“Educational Environment Determinism” , clarifying Marx’ s main views on the relationship between human development

and educational environment, and putting forward constructive suggestions on education from the dimensions of

materialism, epistemology, dialectics, and axiology, can provide important enlightenment for comprehensively promoting

the modernization of Chinese—style education.

Key words: Educational Environment Determinism; anatomy; critique; quality education; modernization of Chinese—

style education
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