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Facing Oneself: The Fundamental Guarantee for the Cultivation of Teachers’ Professional Ethics

XTANG Dong

(College of Marxism, Dongguan City University, Dongguan Guangdong 523419, China)

Abstract: When viewing human social history objectively, one should admit that everyone is a real individual, a person

who pursues his own and consciously anticipated goals. The self is the object that each person becomes aware of when

participating in social life, and it is an indispensable and undeniable aspect when examining and evaluating their thoughts,

words and deeds. To correct oneself, one must first know oneself. Only by deeply understanding, grasping and recognizing

oneself can one further enrich, perfect, develop and elevate oneself. As educators and role models, teachers must

demonstrate their understanding of self-cultivation and their emphasis on self—improvement in their inner morality. That

is, teachers need to focus on building their personal cultivation and moral character, constantly improving their professional

quality and educational level, so as to ensure that they can lead by example and become guides for students’ growth.

Therefore, teachers must face themselves, accurately position themselves in the entire society and in the social division of

labor and cooperation system, understand and grasp their existence, value and significance, and thus affirm and appreciate

themselves on the premise of doing their own jobs well.

Key words: self—oriented; teachers’ professional ethics; fundamental guarantee
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