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Research on the Changes of University Governance System from the Perspective of Historical Institutionalism

FAN Peng

(Nanjing Medical University, Nanjing Jiangsu 211166, China)

Abstract: The governance system of Chinese universities has gone through three stages: the embryonic stage, the initial

stage, and the deepening stage. This paper is based on the paradigm of historical institutionalism analysis, and uses

methods such as literature research and data analysis to comprehensively sort out the characteristics and models of

governance in Chinese universities since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China. It traces the evolution process of

governance in Chinese universities, analyzes the logic and driving mechanisms of governance system reform, and examines

the role of economic, political, cultural concepts and other factors in promoting the transformation of university leadership

system. The results show that the governance system of universities maintains structural stability and internal coherence

under the influence of path dependence; and political logic is the original driving force for the reform of the governance

system in universities.

Key words: university governance; historical institutionalism; principal responsibility system under the leadership of the

Party committee
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