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The Ethical Responsibility of Ivory Tower: Derek Bok’s Thought and Its Enlightenment

SUN Hai-long
(School of Education, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China)

Abstract: During his tenure as president of Harvard University, Derek Bok aimed to improve teaching quality and social

contribution, and through systematic reforms, constructed a unique moral education ideology. This idea is rooted in the

diverse educational tradition of the United States, emphasizing that universities need to respond to social needs through

shaping personal virtues and cultivating civic responsibility. China’ s higher education is at a critical stage of implementing

the fundamental task of “ cultivating virtue and nurturing people”. Bok’ s ideas provide cross— cultural inspiration for

balancing academic autonomy and social responsibility, optimizing curriculum and ideological and political practice, and

improving the “three pronged education” mechanism. This paper analyzes the theoretical core of Bok’ s moral education

thought from three dimensions: historical logic, practical path, and contemporary values, and combines cutting—edge

theories such as communicative rationality and spatial ethics to explore its reference significance for the high — quality

development of Chinese education.

Key words: moral education; social responsibility of universities; fostering virtue and cultivating talents; Derek Bok
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