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Confuciansim of Wang Anshi’ s Politics Philosophy

SHI Ya—xiao

(School of Marxism, Jiangsu College of Nursing, Huai’ an Jiangsu 223005, China)

Abstract: Wang Anshi’ s reforms encompass education, economy, military affairs, and other domains. Judging from his

reform measures, Confucian political thought consistently guide the reforms. Wang Anshi inherited the Confucian concept

of the “kingly way”, advocating “follow the intent of the ancient kings”.

While remaining grounded in benevolent

governance, he believed policies should adapt to changing times. In terms of moral education, he proposed combining

ritual and music,as well as legal, with ritual and music as the main means and punishment as supplementary ones—had

already broken the traditional Confucian concept of moral education. Facing the decline of statecraft for practical use, he

compiled the New Interpretations of the Three Classics, and used them as materials for education, seeking a theoretical

basis for reform. Through the study of the Confucian thought in Wang Anshi’ s political philosophy, we can enhance our

understanding of the reform’ s content and clarify the development path of his thought. Moreover, the ideas that emphasize

talents and the rule of law still hold certain referential significance for the current reform.

Key words: Wang Anshi; kingly way; moral education; statecraft for practical use
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