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Cultivating Virtue and Enhancing Competence: An Effective Path for Integrating Ideological and

Political Education into Ecology Courses

LIU Zhi-li, SONG Jin—feng, HAN Meng—guang, SANG Ying, JIN Guang-ze
(School of Ecology, Northeast Forestry University, Harbin Heilongjiang 150040, China)

Abstract: Ecology—related disciplines serve as a primary educational platform in agricultural and forestry universities.
Against the backdrop of China’ s national strategy for ecological civilization construction and the higher education reform of
“curriculum — based ideological and political education” ( CBIPE ), ecology courses inherently possess potential for
integrating ideological and political elements and fostering student competence. However, they also face the challenge of
insufficient synergy between knowledge transmission, value guidance, and the cultivation of innovation and practical skills.
This study focuses on an innovation — and practice — oriented model for integrating CBIPE into ecology courses. By
incorporating the concept of “Three—wide Education” (education involving all stakeholders, across the entire process, and
in all aspects) , the study promotes reforms in teaching content, methods, and evaluation systems, allowing ideological and
political education to naturally permeate the entire process of professional education and competence development, thereby
achieving the fundamental task of “cultivating virtue and nurturing talent”. The study first elaborates on the concepts of
CBIPE and “cultivating virtue and nurturing talent” , and analyzes the current challenges faced by the integration of CBIPE
and “Three — wide Education” in universities, such as monotonous teaching methods and obstacles to collaborative
mechanisms. On this basis, practical explorations are carried out at the micro—level of course implementation, organically
integrating CBIPE, “Three—wide Education”, and the cultivation of innovative and practical abilities. The effectiveness
and application value of the teaching reform are validated through multiple perspectives. Specifically, the following
integrated educational pathways for ecology courses have been constructed and implemented: restructuring the course
teaching system to create specialized ideological and political courses; establishing a new teaching model which is open and
research—oriented ; building a high—quality, multi-skilled teaching team; and developing innovative practice platforms and
multidimensional evaluation systems. This study provides practical guidance for the integration of ideological and political
education into ecology courses at agricultural and forestry universities, and offers significant reference value for fulfilling
the mission of cultivating virtue and nurturing outstanding ecology professionals.

Key words: cultivating virtue and nurturing talent; ecology; curriculum —based ideological and political education;

implementation path
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