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The Loss and Return of the Child Perspective in Young Pioneers’ Patriotic Education Activities

MENG Chun-liu
(School of Education, Zhanjiang University of Science and Technology, Zhanjiang Guangdong 524000, China)

Abstract: The Young Pioneers’ patriotic education serves as a crucial pathway for the political socialization and value

formation of children and adolescents. Current research and practices in this field predominantly adopt the adult

perspectives of organizers and educators, often overlooking the intrinsic receptive psychology of children as active

participants. Drawing on the mechanisms of children’ s receptive psychology during their engagement in Young Pioneers’

patriotic education activities, this paper systematically analyzes four manifestations of the loss of child perspective in

practice; emphasizing extrinsic motivation in the dynamic mechanism, prioritizing knowledge acquisition in goal

orientation, relying on external regulation in the regulatory mechanism, and focusing on quantitative indicators in

behavioral evaluation. Based on this analysis, the study explores the causes of this loss from cognitive, institutional, and

methodological dimensions, and proposes practical strategies for returning to a child—centered perspective. The aim is to

provide theoretical references for enhancing the effectiveness and appropriateness of Young Pioneers’ patriotic education.

Key words: Young Pioneers; patriotic education; child perspective; receptive psychology
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