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On the Classical Chinese Origins of Official Document Language and Its Modern Teaching Value .
A Case Study of Official Document Writing Instruction in Higher Vocational Colleges

ZHANG Ying-ying
( Chongging Vocational College of Business, Chongging 401520, China)

Abstract: This paper focuses on the teaching of official document writing in higher vocational colleges, exploring the
application value and practical pathways of classical Chinese in this context. As a key course in higher vocational
education, official document writing aims to cultivate students’ written expression skills and professional competence.
However, traditional teaching methods are often criticized for overemphasizing theory at the expense of practical application
and for being monotonous. With its linguistic features of conciseness, solemnity, and elegance, classical Chinese aligns

«

well with the stylistic requirements of official documents—namely, “clarity and accuracy, solemnity and plainness” —
thereby infusing traditional cultural depth and contemporary vitality into the teaching process. By analyzing the linguistic
characteristics of official documents, this paper elaborates on the use of classical Chinese vocabulary, sentence structures,
and classic texts in official document writing, such as the substitution of polysyllabic words with monosyllabic ones, the
use of fixed formulaic expressions, and the integration of structural logic between ancient and modemn official documents. It
demonstrates how classical Chinese can enhance students’ language expression and aesthetic competence, achieving a
unity of aesthetics and practicality, and providing new perspectives for the reform of official document writing instruction.
Key words: official document writing; classical Chinese; linguistic art; Chinese language teaching in higher

vocational colleges
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