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From “Control” to “Empowerment” ; Logical Deduction and Theoretical Construction of the
Role Transformation of Higher Vocational College Counselors from the

Perspective of Symbolic Interactionism

LI Ge-ge
(School of Digital Supply Chain, Guangdong Finance & Trade Vocational College, Qingyuan Guangdong 511500, China)

Abstract: Against the backdrop of scaled development of higher vocational education and institution orientation prioritizing
safety, the symbolic system of “order, responsibility and zero risk” adopted by school administration is inherently
incompatible with students’ core demands for “freedom, independence and the right to trial and error”. This puts
counselors in symbolic conflicts between their dual identities as school representatives and mentors for students’ growth,
trapping them in structurally restrictive governance dilemmas. To address this predicament, this study draws on symbolic
interaction theory and collaborative governance theory, proposing a governance paradigm shift from control logic to
symbiosis logic. By granting counselors discretionary power for flexible management and recognizing students as co—
governance subjects, a symbiotic governance ecosystem among schools, counselors and students can be reconstructed. This
role transformation from passive regulators to active empowerors provides theoretical support and practical guidance for
bridging campus value division, reducing counselors’ internal role friction and improving the governance efficiency of
higher vocational education.

Key words: higher vocational college counselor; governance and control dilemma; role transformation; symbolic interaction



