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The Generative Mechanism and Contemporary Value of Tao Xingzhi’ s “Life Education”

Theory from the Perspective of Historical Materialism

YU De-shen
(Huaibei Normal University, Huaibei Anhui 235000, China)

Abstract; Constructing an independent knowledge system for pedagogy stands as a core proposition in building a great

modern country through education in the new era. As a pioneering integration of Marxist educational thought and China’ s

indigenous educational practices, Tao Xingzhi’s “Life Education” theory did not evolve merely as a natural progression of

educational ideas. Instead, it emerged against the backdrop of semi—colonial and semi—feudal modern China, shaped by

three core dimensions: the historical conditioning of social existence, the contradictory dynamics of educational practice,

and the subjective intellectual construction of its ideological founder. In the context of advancing Chinese modernization,

Tao Xingzhi’s “Life Education” theory bears contemporary value in three respects: fulfilling the mission of education,

resolving contradictions in education, and innovating educational theories. It provides valuable historical references and

theoretical support for the independent construction of China’ s indigenous educational discourse system and innovations in

educational theories.

Key words: Historical Materialism; Tao Xingzhi; Life Education; independent knowledge system
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