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Practice and Reflection on International Accreditation in Tourism Higher Education .
A Case Study Based on the UN Tourism TedQual System

XIANG Meng, YANG Wen
(School of Tourism and Landscape Architecture, Guilin University of Technology, Guilin Guangxi 541004, China)

Abstract: A combined approach of literature analysis and case study is adopted to compare major international

accreditation systems in tourism education. Particular attention is given to TedQual certification. Furthermore, the

participation of Chinese higher education institutions in the accreditation is studied. A university is drawn as a case to

compare the processes and outcomes of the two accreditation cycles, exploring how international accreditation functions as

an external quality mechanism. Research has found that TedQual certification plays positive effects while the real

effectiveness of the certification is closely related with the interplay between international standards and the realities of

China’ s higher education framework. The study offers targeted policy recommendations so as to explore a more rational and

sustainable path in international accreditation.

Key words: tourism higher education; international accreditation; TedQual



