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The Impact of Childcare Service Support on the Fertility Intention of Women of Childbearing Age

GUO San-giang, YAO Xiong—kai
(Academic Affairs Office, Ji’ an College, Ji’ an Jiangxi 343000, China)

Abstract: Based on theoretical frameworks such as the Work—Family Conflict Theory and the Childbearing Cost Theory,

this study constructs a comprehensive analytical framework and examines women of childbearing age in Region J, Province

J, to analyze the impact of childcare service support on their fertility intentions and the underlying mechanisms. The

findings reveal that current women of childbearing age face a structural contradiction regarding childcare service support—

the quality is “acceptable, but the cost is high” ; childcare service support significantly and positively predicts fertility

intentions, though this relationship exhibits distinct group—level variations ; and work—family conflict plays a mediating role

in the process through which childcare service support influences fertility intentions. Accordingly, the study proposes

policy recommendations focusing on enhancing the childcare service provision system, strengthening fertility — related

economic subsidies, and improving mechanisms for protecting women’ s employment rights.

Key words: childcare services; women of childbearing age; fertility intentions; cost of childbearing
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