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Deep Research on the Concept of “Subduing the Enemy Without Fighting” . Tracing Origins,
Analyzing Connotations, and Exploring Applications

WANG Rong—yue
(School of Humanities, Anqing Normal University, Anqing Anhui 246011, China)

Abstract; This paper conducts an in—depth study of the concept of “subduing the enemy without fighting” , using
documentary research and case analysis to trace its developmental trajectory, analyze its connotations, and explore its
strategic value and modern applications. Originating in the period of social transformation in ancient China, this concept
was formally established in The Art of War by Sun Tzu and has found echoes and undergone evolutions in world military
history. Its core connotation lies in the mutual reinforcement of “non—war” and “subduing the enemy”: “non-war”
emphasizes prioritizing non—military means with military force as a supplementary option, while “subduing the enemy”
aims to crush the opponent’ s fighting will and compel strategic adjustments. Strategically, it holds value in military affairs
by reducing costs and enhancing initiative ; in political diplomacy by aligning with contemporary trends, elevating national
image, and promoting multilateral mechanisms; and in economic and social domains by conserving resources, ensuring
stability, and fostering sustainable development. This concept offers new perspectives for resolving international conflicts
and carries profound significance for national development and the construction of the international order.

Key words: “subduing the enemy without fighting” ; historical tracing; connotative analysis; strategic value
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