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Deconstruction and Reconstruction: How Chinese Path to Modernization
Transcends the Value Paradigm of Western Modernization

CHEN Yu-sheng
(School of Marxism, Xinjiang University, Urumqi Xinjiang 830000, China)

Abstract: Chinese path to modernization has systematically reconstructed the value system of Western modernization,
breaking through the cognitive misunderstanding that “modernization equals Westernization” and providing a new value
choice for global modernization. At the level of value subjects, the people —centered value system of Chinese path to
modernization has deconstructed the “capital—first” value system built by Western modernization with capital accumulation
as its core orientation. It emphasizes common prosperity and all-around human development, thus reconstructing the value
logic of putting people first. At the level of value objects, Chinese path to modernization advocates the concept of “a
community of life for man and nature” , blazing a green and sustainable path of modernization and resolving the “ecological
paradox” of Western modernization. At the level of values, Chinese path to modernization promotes the use of universal
human values to counter the hegemonic idea of Western—proclaimed “universal values” , and advances the construction of
a community with a shared future for mankind, contributing Chinese wisdom to the development of global modernization.

Key words: Chinese path to modernization; Western modernization; critique of the capital logic
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