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Criticism and Reconstruction: From “Ethnic Cultural Autonomy” to “Building a Stronger

Sense of Community among the Chinese Nation”

YAN Xi-yue
(School of Information Science and Engineering, Qingdao Huanghai University, Qingdao Shandong 266000, China)

Abstract: Powell’ s theory of ethnic cultural autonomy and Lenin’ s critical dialogue are not simply tactical differences,
but a fundamental opposition between two epistemological paradigms in the history of the development of Marxist national
theory. The “building a strong sense of Chinese national community” proposed in the new era is based on Lenin’ s class
analysis, but also bridges the gap between Powell” s “cultural autonomy” and Lenin’ s “cultural autonomy” with the
theoretical innovation of “interaction, exchange, and mingling”. The theoretical innovation of “interaction, exchange and
integration” bridges the dichotomy between Powell’ s “ cultural autonomy” and Lenin’ s “self —determination of the
nation” , realizes the organic unity of “integration of political symbols” and “preservation of cultural identity” , and truly
realizes the dualism between Powell’ s and Lenin’ s theories. It has realized the organic unity of “integration of political
symbols” and “preservation of cultural identity” , and truly realized the historical transcendence of Powell’ s and Lenin’ s
theoretical paradigms. In today’ s globalized context, building a strong sense of community among the Chinese people
requires not only the establishment of a three—dimensional synergy mechanism of “system—economy—culture” , but also the
transformation of the building of a strong sense of community into an operational governance practice through the
application of a quantitative index system and digital technology. Only in this way can we effectively respond to the
challenges of Western multiculturalism and promote the innovative development of Marxist ethnic theory.

Key words: ethnic cultural autonomy; build a stronger sense of community among the Chinese nation; Lenin; ideology



