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Theoretical Interpretation and Contemporary Practical Transformation of the “Four-in—one”

Connotation of Lu Zhonglian Culture from the Perspective of Cross—temporal Dialogue

MA Hai-yan, YIN Li
(Liaocheng Vocational & Technical College, Liaocheng Shandong 252000, China)

Abstract: As a quintessential paradigm of the spirit of the Warring States scholars, the Lu Zhonglian cultural tradition is

¢

not a singular symbol of the “righteous man”, but rather an organic system comprising four interdependent dimensions
upholding great righteousness, resolving conflicts through wisdom, disregarding fame and profit, and prioritizing the
people’ s welfare. This paper systematically deconstructs the core dimensions and internal logic of Lu Zhonglian culture
through a dual approach of textual close reading and theoretical construction, grounded in both historical documents and
contemporary contexts. From a historical communication studies perspective, it traces the interpretive trajectories and
spiritual reconstructions of this culture across classical texts. Aligning with contemporary societal needs, it elucidates its
intrinsic resonance with socialist core values and constructs a modern transmission pathway of “theoretical interpretation—
practical transformation—dissemination and promotion”. Research indicates that the value core embodied in Lu Zhonglian
culture possesses timeless vitality. Its modern transformation not only provides a practical paradigm for the  creative
transformation and innovative development” of China’ s outstanding traditional culture but also offers vital cultural
resources for guiding individual values, enhancing grassroots governance effectiveness, and fostering cultural identity.

Key words: Lu Zhonglian; cultural connotation; four —in —one; historical inheritance; modern transformation; core

socialist values
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