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A Review of Dialectics of Nature. The Core Essence and Contemporary Value of
Engels’ Ecological Thought

WU Qi
(Marxism School, Hunan University, Changsha Hunan 410082, China)

Abstract: In his Dialectics of Nature, Engels, based on dialectical materialism, profoundly analyzed the ecological
alienation phenomenon under the capitalist system, revealed its anti—ecological essence, and systematically constructed an
ecological thought system with “achieving harmony and unity between man and nature” as its core. Engels’ ecological
thought, on the basis of critically inheriting German classical philosophy, responded to the era’s circumstances of the dual
effects of science and technology and the ecological crisis of capitalism, highlighting the subject characteristics of
revolutionary criticism and humanistic care. Meanwhile, its core content realizes the dialectical unity of the natural view
with the scientific view, the historical view and the cultural view. A thorough grasp of Engels’ ecological thought not only
provides crucial support for understanding Marxist ecological theory, but also offers profound enlightenment for building a
Chinese—style modernization featuring harmonious coexistence between humans and nature in the new era and promoting
global ecological civilization construction.

Key words: Engels’ ecological thought; Dialectics of Nature; ecological civilization; ecological alienation
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