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The Conflict Between Modern Technological Development and Human Development .

A Perspective from Lewis Mumford’ s Philosophy of Technology

LI Yu-ting

(School of Marxism, Guangdong Songshan Polytechnic, Shaoguan Guangdong 512100, China)

Abstract: Lewis Mumford, a renowned philosopher of technology, is also one of the important representatives of

humanistic philosophy of technology. His view on the essence of human beings provides a new perspective for resolving the

conflict between modern technological development and human development. He believes that the essence of human beings

is “makers of the mind”. While modern technology is constantly advancing, it also brings troubles to people. Ultimately,

the improper use of technology and the unclear understanding of the essence of technology can be harmful to human

development. Based on this, this paper will rely on Lewis Mumford’ s theory that the essence of human beings is “makers

of the mind” to clarify the drawbacks of modern technological development and deeply analyze the reasons for their

occurrence, with the aim of finding a balance between modern technological development and human development.

Key words: Lewis Mumford; technology; essence of human beings; mind
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