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Reinterpreting Karl Marx’ s Critique of Abstract Humanism

WANG Yi-han
(Marxism School, Yanshan University, Qinhuangdao Hebei 066000, China)

Abstract; This paper aims to go beyond the traditional interpretation that simply reduces Karl Marx’ s critique of abstract

humanism to the negation of “human essence”, and instead delves into the profound philosophical implications and

constructive dimensions of his critique. The paper argues that the core of karl Marx’ s critique lies in a fundamental

methodological revolution, achieving three leaps: from “static abstraction” to “ historical generation”, from “inner

determination” to “sum of relations” , and from “speculative starting point” to “practical product”. This critique not only

exposes abstract humanism as a bourgeois ideology that conservatively keeps specific historical conditions, but also, on the

foundation of historical materialism, constructs a new concept of humanity centered on “real people” and their “sensuous

activities” .

Key words: Karl Marx; abstract humanism; human nature; practice; historical materialism; ideological critique
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