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The Demarcation Structure of Aesthetic Reflective Judgment

CHEN Yang

(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian 361005, China)

Abstract: The demarcation structure of reflective aesthetic judgment, as established by Kant in his Critique of Judgment,
constitutes the core dimension of his philosophical examination of aesthetic experience and value justification. Rooted in
the Enlightenment, this discourse seeks to endow aesthetic judgment with a claim to universality by analyzing the
complexity of human perceptual faculties, thereby effectively addressing the empirical presupposition regarding the
“subjectivity of taste” as represented by Hume. This theoretical paradigm deconstructs the myth that aesthetic taste is
entirely confined to the private sphere, asserting that aesthetic judgment can achieve a certain “sensus communis” by
virtue of the commonality of humanity’ s a priori faculties. Kant maintains that the genesis of the limits of aesthetic
reflection is, in fact, interwoven with the interaction among subjective interest, cultural tradition, and competence in
taste, revealing that aesthetic determination is a profound game between subjective sentiment and quasi—objective criteria.
Within his theoretical framework, the central role of the power of judgment in characterizing the beautiful is self—evident:
although individual preference is subject to heterogeneous experience, it is necessarily governed by a normative, public
standard of taste that transcends private opinion.

Key words: aesthetic reflective judgment; demarcation structure; the agreeable; the sublime; nature and freedom



