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Upholding Fundamental Principles and Breaking New Ground in Ideological and Political
Education from the Perspective of the “Two Integrations”

SHI Jia—qi
(School of Marxism, Hunan University, Changsha Hunan 410082, China)

Abstract: General Secretary Xi Jinping emphasized at the Symposium on Cultural Inheritance and Development that the
“Two Integrations” —integrating the basic tenets of Marxism with China’ s specific realities and with fine traditional
Chinese culture—are the fundamental path to adapting Marxism to the Chinese context and the needs of the times. This
major thesis provides fundamental guidance for upholding fundamental principles and breaking new ground in ideological
and political education in the new era. First, this paper expounds from theoretical, historical and realistic logics why the
“Two Integrations” can lead the modern transformation of ideological and political education. Second, in terms of
upholding fundamental principles, the “Two Integrations” lay the ideological, cultural and practical foundations for
ideological and political education, ensuring its correct direction. Finally, in terms of innovation, the “Two Integrations”
broaden the modern path of ideological and political education by promoting content integration, narrative transformation
and paradigm reshaping. In the new era, ideological and political education should closely follow the core essence of the
“Two Integrations” , anchor itself to the fundamental task of fostering virtue through education, continuously enhance the
effectiveness of education, and provide solid ideological support for cultivating new —generation young people capable of
shouldering the important task of national rejuvenation.

Key words: “Two Integrations” ; ideological and political education; upholding fundamental principles and breaking new

ground ; fostering virtue through education
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