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A Study on the Growth Pathways of Professionally Heterogeneous Doctoral Teachers under

the “ Gold-level Teacher” Initiative in Higher Vocational Education

ZHANG Jun—jie, QIU Xiao—huan, ZENG Xian—feng
( Guangzhou Railway Polytechnic, Guangzhou Guangdong 510430, China)

Abstract: With the continuous strengthening of the typological orientation of vocational education and the sustained

advancement of the “Gold—level Teacher” initiative, the issue of professional heterogeneity among doctoral teachers in

higher vocational colleges has become increasingly prominent. Taking Guangzhou Railway Polytechnic as a case, the study

applies the career stage model and organizational socialization theory, and uses data on doctoral teachers’ academic

backgrounds and job positions, to systematically analyze limits on the growth of professionally heterogeneous doctoral

teachers in teaching, research use, and organizational adjustment. The results show that barriers to becoming “Gold-level

Teachers” do not mainly come from personal ability. The barriers come from structural factors. These factors include

differences in initial skills, mismatch between job roles and tasks, and the vocational education system.

Key words: professionally heterogeneous doctoral teachers; Gold—level Teachers; higher vocational colleges; teacher

development; support framework
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