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The Emergence and Transcendence of the Dilemma of Subjectivity in the Consumer Era

—A Study on the Integration of Baudrillard’ s and Marcuse’s Critical Theories

LI Jia-yi, HAO Zhi—hui
(School of Marxism, Chang’ an University, Xi’ an Shaanxi 710064, China)

Abstract: The loss of meaning in consumer society is not merely a personal experience, it stems from the combined effect

of the external weaving of the symbolic order and the internal domestication of the subject. Baudrillard enables us to see

through this order: through the constant production of simulacra and the coding of differences, the symbolic fetishism

detaches objects from their practical uses, strips the world of its sense of reality, and renders it difficult for people to

engage with reality. It is precisely within this environment that the “false needs” described by Marcuse have come to

dominate the inner lives of individuals. He argued that technical rationality and the logic of consumption work in concert to

dissolve human critical consciousness into a pursuit of controlled gratification, gradually transforming people into one -

dimensional beings who no longer engage in reflection. External symbolic manipulation and internal accommodation of

needs reinforce one another to form a closed loop, causing people to lose their anchor in real life, and meaning thus

continues to erode. To escape this predicament, two forces must advance in tandem: firstly, a Baudrillardian symbolic

resistance,, which shatters the coercive meanings of signs to restore non—utilitarian, authentic interaction and thereby

dismantle the simulacral order; and secondly, a Marcusean liberation of the libidinal, which reconstructs genuine human

needs through “the Great Refusal” and new modes of perception. Only by simultaneously re—examining external symbolic

domination and internal subjectivity can we rediscover the substance of authentic life.

Key words: symbolic manipulation; false needs; one—dimensional subject; symbolic resistance
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