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Tracing the Source and Reflecting . Jingbao or Jingbao

CAO Yuan—jin

(School of Journalism and Communication, Nanning Normal University, Nanning Guangxi 530022, China)

Abstract: The Jingbao, a significant representative of folk newspapers during the Ming and Qing dynasties, is currently

ambiguously referred to in scholarly literature. Based on its actual connotation and prevailing punctuation rules,

distinctions should be made in its terminology. When broadly referring to an ancient newspaper type from the Ming and

Qing periods, quotation marks should not be used; when denoting a specific instance or serving as a generic term for

multiple newspapers with the same name, double quotation marks are appropriate; only when referring to a particular

newspaper should book title marks be applied. Different documents, especially textbooks, present varying expressions for

the same concept, which inevitably causes confusion in understanding and recognition. In view of the normativity and rigor

of academic research in journalism history, a consensus should be reached on standardized textual usage for the term

“Jingbao” .

Key words: Jingbao; ancient newspapers; history of Chinese journalism
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