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Research on the Application of “Scaffolding” in Conversation Narration among Older Adults

with Mild Cognitive Impairment

CAO Zi-yi, QI Lu~lu, WEI Wei, WANG Qian, LI Xin-yi, LIU Chun—jun, BAI Zhi-yue
(School of Foreign Studies, Xi’ an Medical University, Xi’ an Shaanxi 710021, China)

Abstract: The role of aging and disease leads to a gradual decline in the cognitive and linguistic abilities of the elderly,
which greatly affects their quality of life in later years. As narrators, older adults with mild cognitive impairment ( MCI)
participate in conversation narration, a process through which they negotiate with narratees and achieve mutual
understanding. Due to the limited language production and comprehension abilities of individuals with MCI, narratees
employ scaffolding to provide support and assistance. The most common types of scaffolding include repetition, repair, and
paraphrasing. Drawing on the research paradigm of narrative ability in Alzheimer’ s disease developed by Hydén, L. C. ,
this paper analyzes the scaffolding used by narratees when recounting situations involving their MCI elderly family
members, thereby expanding the application of Hydén’ s research and providing references for early language intervention
in MCI patients and for delaying the onset of dementia.

Key words: mild cognitive impairment; conversation narration; negotiation; scaffolding
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