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A Study on the Modernization of the Rule of Law in Rural Zhaoqing from the Perspective of
the “Hundreds, Thousands and Myriads” Project

LIU Yu—wen
( Guangdong Business and Technology University, Zhaoqing Guangdong 526040, China)

Abstract: The “Hundreds, Thousands and Myriads” Project provides an institutional window and practical field for the
modernization of the rule of law in rural Zhaoqing. Currently, rural Zhaoqing is in a transitional phase from an
acquaintance society to a rule—of—law society, facing dilemmas such as insufficient villagers’ self—governance capacity,
lack of normative governance, weak legal awareness, and a thin legal culture. The underlying causes lie in the structural
tension between local social logics and rule—of—law logics, governance hollowing due to talent outflow, and urban-rural
imbalance in the allocation of legal resources. The solution requires coordinated progress along three pathways: at the
subject level, building a co— governance framework with clear rights and responsibilities among primary — level Party
organizations, grassroots governments, and villagers; at the rule level, revising village rules and regulations in a law—
oriented manner and improving supervision mechanisms to achieve synergy between soft and hard laws; and at the cultural
level, implementing targeted legal education and establishing a long—term university —community cooperation mechanism
leveraging local higher education resources. On this basis, this paper further argues that the modernization of the rule of
law is not merely institutional transplantation, but rather a reconstruction of governance order. It is necessary to seek
institutional interfaces between universal rule—of—law principles and local particularities, ultimately generating a composite
governance order that respects both the spirit of law and rural customs. As a place where the hinterland of the Guangdong—
Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area meets the root of Lingnan culture, Zhaoqing’ s rural rule—of—law practice offers
significant model significance and policy implications for the pathway selection, institutional adaptation, and cultural
integration of Chinese—style rule—of—law modernization in rural fields.

Key words: the “Hundreds, Thousands, and Myriads” Project; rural rule of law modernization; village rules and

regulations ; grassroots governance; rule—of—law culture
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