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The Realist Underpinning of Zhejiang Spirit: Evidence from 100 Historical Zhejiang Thinkers

WANG Wen-hua
(Zhejiang Financial College, Hangzhou Zhejiang 310018, China)

Abstract; Based on a systematic study of nearly 100 Zhejiang thinkers across history, this paper proposes that “Realism”

is the core essence of Zhejiang Spirit. It consists of the truth—seeking “Dao in Vessel”, pragmatic “righteousness with

utility” , and practice—oriented “unity of knowledge and action”. This trinity shapes Zhejiang people’ s reality—focused,

result—driven and action—oriented mindset, offering a profound cultural - philosophical interpretation for the “Zhejiang

Phenomenon” .

Key words: Zhejiang Spirit; Realism; Dao in Vessel; unity of righteousness and utility ; unity of knowledge and action
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