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The Mass Line: Historical Evolution, Theoretical Connotation and Contemporary Enlightenment

LI Yan—kun

(School of Marxism, Xinjiang University, Urumqi Xinjiang 830046, China)

Abstract: The mass line is a significant theoretical achievement made by Chinese Communists represented by Mao Zedong

in advancing the Sinicization of Marxism. This paper systematically investigates its century —long evolution, theoretical

connotation, underlying regularities and contemporary challenges. The study shows that in long—term practice, the mass

line has closely integrated the fundamental standpoint of historical materialism and the basic principles of dialectical

materialist epistemology with concrete methods including investigation and research and policy formulation, thus forming a

complete system of leadership methods. Over the past century, its theoretical core has evolved from the theory of the

people as the subject to the people—centered theory, and its practical form has been elevated from a means of revolutionary

mobilization to the fundamental working line for national governance, finally gaining systematic institutional support within

the institutional framework of whole—process people’s democracy. Facing new challenges in the digital age, the mass line

should expand its application media while adhering to the essence of its epistemology. This paper summarizes four regular

cognitions, providing reference for promoting the Sinicization and modernization of Marxism in the new era.

Key words: the mass line; Sinicization of Marxism; epistemology; people—centered



