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An Analysis of the Practice of the Party’ s Ethnic Policy during the Long March from the Perspective

of the Community for the Chinese Nation—A Case Study of Liu Bocheng and the Yihai Alliance

LI Ke, SHI Wen—hui
(School of Marxism, Changji University, Changji Xinjiang 831100, China)

Abstract: The Long March period was a key historical stage in which the Communist Party of China systematically carried

out work among ethnic minorities and implemented the principle of ethnic equality. As a landmark historical event in which

the Central Red Army resolved ethnic barriers and implemented the Party’ s ethnic policy during the Long March, the

Yihai Alliance was an early successful practice of combining Marxist ethnic theory with the realities of ethnic areas in

southwest China. During the Long March, Liu Bocheng, following the instructions of the CPC Central Committee, went

deep into the Yi-inhabited areas of Liangshan. With an attitude of equality and inclusiveness, he swore a blood oath with

Xiaoye Dan, the Yi leader, breaking the ethnic barriers created by rulers over successive dynasties. This governance

experience, derived from revolutionary practice, also provides historical reference for continuously forging a strong sense of

community for the Chinese nation in the new era.

Key words: community for the Chinese nation; Long March period; Liu Bocheng; Yihai Alliance; the Party’ s

ethnic policy



