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The Logical Rationale of Youth Discourse Construction in Mainstream Media Short Videos

XUE Zhi-qi
(School of Marxism, Xinjiang University, Urumgi Xinjiang 830046, China)

Abstract ; Digital technology has driven China’ s media industry into a deep shift from “communicator—centered” to “user
—centered”. Projected onto the field of youth communication, this shift is manifested in the evolutionary trend of youth
discourse construction in mainstream media short videos from “speaking the language of youth” to “letting youth speak”.
At present, youth discourse construction by mainstream media shows a pattern in which the two forms—* speaking the
language of youth” and “letting youth speak” —coexist, with the former still dominant. The transition from “speaking” to
“letting” faces threefold challenges: the absence of youth subjectivity beneath the apparent proximity of discourse forms,
the contest between value orientation and the logic of traffic, and the tension between the preference for discursive
integration and the diverse demands of youth. Accordingly, optimization paths should be adopted by constructing
collaborative production mechanisms, exploring flexible guidance approaches, and responding to the real concerns of
youth, so as to realize the flexible dissemination of mainstream values in discursive practices that youth can perceive and
participate in.

Key words: mainstream media; short videos; youth discourse; value guidance
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