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Humanistic Economics in Practice; The “City of a Hundred Parks” Initiative in Changzhou

WANG Hong-wei
( Changzhou Civilized Literacy Research Association, Changzhou Jiangsu 213031, China)

Abstract: This paper explores the interactive relationship between urban humanistic spatial development and economic

growth through the lens of humanistic economics, using Changzhou’ s “City of a Hundred Parks” initiative as a case study.

By quantitatively analyzing the spillover effects of the park system on the urban economy and integrating theoretical tools

such as cultural capital and the creative class, it reveals how humanistic elements activate economic potential through

spatial restructuring. The study finds that Changzhou achieves triple economic effects through systematic park development:

ecological capital appreciation (with the average annual growth rate of green space asset premium reaching 12.7% between

2015 and 2023) , cultural consumption activation ( park—related economic contributions accounting for 38% of the cultural

tourism industry) , and industrial synergy innovation (average annual employment growth in related industries at 9.2% ). Tt

proposes optimized policy pathways for coupled humanistic—economic development, offering a practical paradigm for high—

quality urban advancement.

Key words: humanistic economics; urban public spaces; cultural capital; economic spillover effects; Changzhou model
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