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The Legal Regulation of Live Streaming E—commerce and Paths for Improvement

ZHANG Wang—xin
(Law School, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou Guangdong 514000, China)

Abstract; Driven by the rapid development of the digital economy, live streaming e—commerce, as a novel business model
that deeply integrates e —commerce, content dissemination, and social interaction, has become the most dynamic and
powerful growth engine for China’ s online retail market. However, it is undeniable that the complex operational
characteristics of this model, which separates “hosts, goods, and venues” , have also led to various malpractices such as
false advertising, counterfeit and substandard goods, and unclear subject responsibilities. Consequently, this poses a
direct and severe challenge to the traditional regulatory system centered on the “E —commerce Law of the People’ s
Republic of China” ( hereinafter referred to as the “E—commerce Law” ). Therefore, this paper takes the newly formulated
“Measures for the Supervision and Administration of Live Streaming E — commerce” ( hereinafter referred to as the
“Measures” ) , which will officially take effect on February 1, 2026, as the latest institutional reference. It systematically
and thoroughly examines the core legal regulatory dilemmas involved in live streaming e—commerce, ultimately clarifying
that the fundamental issues can be summarized into four aspects; ambiguous legal subject positioning, a broken chain of
responsibility, risks associated with emerging technologies (i. e., Al live streaming), and regulatory failures in private
online spaces. More significantly, the “Measures” clearly redefine the responsibilities of four types of entities—
“platforms, operators, hosts, and service organizations” —and accordingly design a comprehensive regulatory framework
covering pre—event, in—event, and post—event stages. It also innovatively introduces regulatory tools such as traffic control
and tiered management. Therefore, this paper appropriately and robustly proposes future pathways for improvement;
continuing to build upon the foundation of the “E-commerce Law” , detailing the implementation of new regulations,
empowering regulation through technology, constructing a diversified and collaborative governance system, balancing the
encouragement of innovation with standardized development, and thereby guiding the live streaming e—commerce industry
towards a new stage of high—quality development where “compliance leads to long—term success”.

Key words: live streaming e - commerce; “FE —commerce Law” ; legal regulation; subject responsibility; full - chain

supervision ; artificial intelligence
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