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Japanese Cyberculture under the Perspective of Animistic Technology

HONG Chang
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian 361005, China)

Abstract; From the animistic genes of mechanical dolls in the Edo period, to the “Gakutensoku” in modern times, and to

the current cyberculture and robotics theory, the Western cybernetics crisis is reconstructed as a kind of awakening of

Shintoism spirituality. Japan provides a spiritual dimension for this technological revolution. Japanese cyber narratives

present the paradox of “control-anti control” ; on the one hand, cyborg feminism attempts to eliminate gender oppression

through disembodiment; on the other hand, patriarchy utilizes technological devices to achieve new forms of discipline. The

interaction between cyberculture and Japanese thought is of great cultural historical significance. Japan, with its mono -no-

aware and non-anthropocentric philosophy, transforms the cyborg body into a spiritual medium for communication between

humans and gods, effectively eliminating thepotential contradictions of opposition between humans and machines. This

Eastern wisdom of transforming the cybernetics crisis into spiritual aesthetics not only reshapes the cultural paradigm of

cyborg narratives but also provides possible solutions for the upcoming Singularity era.

Key words: animism; cybernetics; cyborg; cyberpunk; robot
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