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Retro and Flourishing: The Formation of Jiangyou Poetry School, Minzhong
Poetry School, and Taige Style during the Early Ming Dynasty

HONG Chang
( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Xiamen University, Xiamen Fujian 361005, China)

Abstract: The Southeast literati group, represented by the five schools of poetry in the early Ming Dynasty ( Wuzhong

Poetry School, Zhedong Poetry School, Jiangyou Poetry School, Minzhong Poetry School, and Lingnan Poetry School) ,

was an important source of the Taige style during the Yong—xuan period. In fact, influenced by factors such as political

landscape and literary style, the influence of the Five Schools also varies: the Zhedong Poetry School was affected by a

series of political fluctuations such as the Battle of Wu and the Jingnan Campaign, and its dominant position since the end

of the Yuan Dynasty was dealt a devastating blow. The Lingnan Poetry School, represented by the “Five Masters of

Nanyuan” , was relatively isolated, and its surviving poems were mostly romantic and sparse, which contradicted the

mainstream trend of “ode to flourish” , so it did not become a major trend. As for the Minzhong Poetry School, except for

Gao Bing and others who “left Min and entered Gan” to possess the characteristics of the Taige, the influence of literati in

Minzhong Poetry School was quite limited in the court. After the political turmoil in the early Ming Dynasty, the unique

Gan School literati did not surrender but instead rose, and used methods such as the imperial examination, kinship, and

social networking to construct a strong political and literary discourse. Their emphasis on the “elegant and upright” style

became the main source of the Taige style poetry style after completing the integration of “retro, elegant and upright, and

flourishing” .
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