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From “The Seven Commandments” to Cafch—-22. A Critique of Power Discourse in
Postwar Black Humor

LU Hao-yu
(Hunan Normal University, Changsha Hunan 410081, China)

Abstract; Black humor, as a distinctive literary device, has been widely employed in postwar literary studies to reveal the

absurdity of institutional systems and the essence of linguistic manipulation. Within this framework, language operates on

two levels: through simplification, it blurs the boundaries of authority to expose the hypocrisy of those in power; through

complexity, it dismantles institutional logic from within. Together, these dual mechanisms form the critical dimension of

black humor. This paper selects George Orwell’ s Animal Farm and Joseph Heller’ s Caich—22 as case studies and, by

integrating Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) with Speech Act Theory, conducts a comparative linguistic analysis of the

mechanisms by which power discourse is generated and resisted. The analysis demonstrates that language is not merely a

vehicle for communication, but a medium through which power functions—and that black humor, in its linguistic

paradoxes, reveals its profound critical potential. This study aims to offer cross—textual and cross—linguistic insights into

the interplay between literary language and power in the context of the post — cold war era.”.

Key words: black humor; power discourse; critical discourse analysis; Animal Farm; Catch—22
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