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Materialization of Pixels and Aestheticization of the Everyday: A Study of Perler Bead Culture

LI Chun—tao
(Research Institute for Arts and Aesthetic Education, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100080, China)

Abstract: Taking Perler bead handicraft—popular among contemporary youth—as the research object, this paper
systematically examines the aesthetic traits and cultural significance of Perler bead practice as an emerging popular cultural
phenomenon, drawing on theoretical perspectives including media studies, somaesthetics, reception aesthetics, and the
aestheticization of everyday life. This study argues that Perler bead craft constitutes a materialized translation of pixel
culture in the digital age. Using tangible physical media, it crosses the boundary between digital aesthetics and material
reality; through hands—on making, it restores the sense of presence in the creative process; and via its open—ended
production, it enables broad public aesthetic participation. This paper also reflects on the copyright dilemmas and creative
homogenization embedded in Perler bead practice, offering a new perspective for understanding the developmental logic of
popular culture in the digital era.

Key words: Perler bead ; materialization of pixels; aestheticization of everyday life; media studies; popular art and literature
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