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The Depiction of Liao Dynasty Literary Landscape in Northern Song Envoys’ Poetry

CHEN Yang-lin
(School of Arts, Guangxi Minzu University, Nanning Guangxi 530006, China)

Abstract: The literary landscapes of the Liao Dynasty in Northern Song envoys’ poetry carry the rich connotations of

“scenery” and “view”. Its natural landscapes depict the myriad forms of mountains and the “undercurrents surging” in

rivers; and literary landscapes such as passes, capitals present spatial patterns under the contrast of civilizations. The

depiction of these landscapes not only has prominent regional and documentary characteristics, but also, through the

, . . . . . ,
envoys’ personal experiences, meticulous observations, and ethnicized expressions, reconstructs the Song people’ s

geographical knowledge of the Liao Dynasty, showcases the complementary coexistence under the integration of multiple

civilizations, and expands the paradigms of Song poetry.

Key words: poems of the Northern Song envoys to Liao; Song—Liao relations; literary landscape; writing characteristics
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