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A Study on the “Compensatory” Narrative in Tang and Five Dynasties Immortal Novels

WU Jian—ting
(School of Humanities, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming Yunnan 650500, China)

Abstract: In Tang and Five Dynasties immortal novels, there is a common narrative phenomenon in which mortal
protagonists either fail in tests or voluntarily give up immortality. Authors consciously establish a “value balance and
psychological compensation mechanism” when arranging the narrative ending and the ultimate fate of the protagonist,
enabling the ending to be satisfactorily resolved on a secular level, thus forming a unique “compensatory” narrative model.
This type of narrative occasionally appeared in earlier hagiographies but did not become widespread ; it became a relatively
common narrative type in the Tang and Five Dynasties period. From the perspective of story typology, this study further
examines the features, causal motivations, and narrative functions of this model in Tang and Five Dynasties immortal

¢

novels, and explores its potential influence on later immortality —themed literature. The “compensatory” narrative also
marks a key transition in immortal novels from the paradigm of becoming immortal to the possibility of choosing human
affairs, inheriting the narrative resources of earlier immortal novels and providing narrative experiences that can be
referenced in later works of the same genre. This study offers a new perspective for researching the narrative patterns of

ancient Chinese immortal novels and their process of secularization.

Key words: Tang and Five Dynasties novels, immortal themes, compensatory narrative
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