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An Analysis of the Multifaceted and Three—dimensional Image of Hai Rui in “The History of Hainan Island”

XIA Ai-yuan
(College of Liberal Arts, Qiongtai Normal University, Haikou Hainan 571199, China)

Abstract: Kong Jian’ s urban biography, “The History of Hainan Island: The Past and Present of an Island” , portrays

numerous prominent figures from Hainan’ s history and their legendary deeds, among them is Hai Rui. However, the book

situates Hai Rui within a three—dimensional coordinate system comprising Hainan’ s isolated geography, the Confucian

orthodoxy, and the political crises of the mid—to—late Ming Dynasty. This portrayal creates a rich, three—dimensional

image of Hai Rui as a morally upright minister, distinct from the traditional “official symbol of integrity”. It is argued that

it was the rigorous Confucian upbringing and the cultural heritage of Hainan that shaped Hai Rui into a one—dimensional

moral strongman and a troublemaker in officialdom, revealing that Hai Rui is both a personal embodiment of Hainan’ s

humanistic spirit and a tragic epitome of the traditional Confucian ideal personality under an autocratic regime. In the new

era, while vigorously preserving Hai Rui’ s spirit due to significant changes in the external environment, there is also a

need for progress and innovation.

Key words: Kong Jian; “The History of Hainan Island” ; Hai Rui; Hainan culture; morally upright minister
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