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Authenticity Preservation and Digital Empowerment of the Li Ethnic Group’ s Dachai Dance

from the Perspective of Living Heritage Transmission

ZHOU Lu, CHEN Jing—min
(Music Academy, Qiongtai Normal University, Haikou Hainan 571127, China)

Abstract: The Dachai Dance of the Li ethnic group, inscribed on China’ s first national intangible cultural heritage list in
2006, is the most representative group traditional dance of the Li people in Hainan, carrying collective memories of
ancestral hunting, farming, rituals, and customs. Urbanization, social transformation, and the expansion of cultural
tourism have eroded the original folk soil, leading to systemic problems: simplified movements, hollowed—out meanings, a
fractured inheritor pipeline, and performances drifting from the cultural prototype. Paper records and scattered footage
cannot sustain living transmission. Taking living heritage as its theoretical foundation, this paper deconstructs the Dachai
Dance into three dimensions—technique, meaning, and context—analyzes the structural dilemmas and the mechanisms
behind authenticity loss, and establishes a * preserve authenticity, digitize, and revitalize” pathway. It builds an
empowerment framework across six layers—digital archives, blended teaching, new media outreach, virtual scenes,
cultural creative products, and coordinated oversight—supported by a multi-stakeholder long—term mechanism, offering a
replicable model for safeguarding authenticity and enabling digital transformation of similar indigenous intangible heritage.
Key words: living heritage transmission; Li ethnic group’s Dachai Dance; digital empowerment; authenticity

preservation; intangible cultural heritage of ethnic minority dance
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