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The Regretful and Emotional Experience of The Invisible Guardian

ZHANG Nian—ci', LI Xiao—yin®

(1. Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist University, Zhuhai Guangdong 519087 ;

2. Guangdong Vocational Institute of Sport, Guangzhou Guangdong 510663, China)

Abstract: With the iterative evolution of digital interactive technology, the narrative form of cinema is undergoing a

profound transformation from “one—way indoctrination” to “two—way symbiosis”, and the mode of ethical and moral

transmission has also shifted accordingly. Taking The Invisible Guardian, a benchmark work of domestic interactive

images, as the research sample, this paper anchors itself in the theoretical genealogy of affect by scholars such as Spinoza,

Deleuze, and Sara Ahmed, focusing on how interactive narrative films generate, transform and form a closed loop of ethical

affect through sophisticated interactive design. The study finds that The Invisible Guardian constructs an “affect economy”

centered on “ physical trigger—moral inquiry” relying on a gamified interactive system. Through immersive narrative

guidance and archival memory preservation, it precipitates instantaneous moral tremors into enduring ethical affect.

Ultimately, it reconstructs the logic of affect via the “rollback and re—selection” mechanism, forcing players to repeatedly

reflect on moral choices within a historical context, deepening their perception of the weight of history through repeated

“behavioral remorse” , and reflecting on the hidden affective tendencies and intellectual structures behind choices. This

work breaks through the abstract expression of traditional ethical narrative, deconstructing grand historical ethical issues

into perceptible, participatory and reflective physical affective experiences. It not only aligns precisely with the

communicative characteristics of the “affect economy” in the digital era, but also opens up an innovative path for carrying

ethical and moral reflection through interactive narrative and conveying ethical weight through affective experience.

Key words: interactive movie; affect theory; moral experience; rollback mechanism



