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Defiance and Fulfillment: A Study of Scar Narratives in Dinghun Dian and Guanyuan Yingnii

YAO Yao
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming Yunnan 650500, China)

Abstract: As tales of predestined marriage, both Dinghun Dian and Guanyuan Yingnii depict male protagonists who

attempt to defy their fated marriages because they are dissatisfied with the social backgrounds of their destined wives,

thereby inflicting scars on the women. The revelation of these scars after marriage signals the fulfillment of the marital

prophecies. Taking scar narratives as its point of departure, this paper combines folktale typology with close textual

analysis to examine the shared plot elements of the two tales. It then analyzes the scar narrative in Dinghun Dian in

relation to Tang—dynasty conceptions of marriage and social status, the literary penchant for the marvelous and the strange

in chuangi fiction, and relevant traditional narrative elements. Finally, through comparison with Guanyuan Yingnii, it

examines differences in the representation and narrative functions of scars in the two tales, thereby elucidating the

distinctive role of scar narratives in tales of predestined marriage.

Key words: Dinghun Dian; Guanyuan Yingnii; scar narratives; tales of predestined marriage
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